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Sofia, Bulgaria, 26-28 October 2005

The general objectives of the towards a Better Integration through Specific Exchange (BISE) process are:

· creation of new or strengthening of existing national and regional “energy cities” municipal associations;

· establishment of a permanent “Intelligent Energy Forum of European Municipalities” (named “BISE Forum”) as form of information exchange between municipal associations and other partners in Europe,

in order to:

· accelerate the dissemination of the “acquis communautaire”;

· promote the necessity of a “Specific Action Plan for Energy Efficiency in BISE countries” for reducing the energy performance gap between these countries and the most advanced EU15 countries as quickly as possible;
· accumulate the resources for development and implementation of common programs for municipalities in Central and Eastern European Countries;

· intensify information exchange on above mentioned topics between municipalities in Europe and other potential partners;

· organize effective partnership with government, businesses and nonprofit organizations to prepare the actions;

· initiate, enforce and facilitate positive changes in legislative, economic and social environments.

Countries participating in the process: 

· New member states: Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Slovenia;
· Candidate countries: Bulgaria, Romania;
· Western Balkans and other : Croatia, Serbia & Montenegro, FYRO Macedonia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Albania, Ukraine.

The objectives of the 2nd BISE Forum to be conducted in Sofia are: 

· monitoring activities since Grenoble (October 2004) at both national and European levels;

· development of common practical actions at a “BISE” scale;

· lobbying Green Paper on Energy Efficiency;

· preparing the next steps of the BISE process.

